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Marine Technology Special Collection, Newcastle University 

Periodicals Histories: (only trade and industry technical magazines, research journals)  

Listed in the same sequence as the Collection’s holdings shown on the Collection’s website for 
Search Collection then Periodicals.  

 

MacGregor News, n1, 1956 - to date. The house magazine of MacGregor & Company founded in 
1939, Whitley Bay, Northumberland, England to serve shipping companies and shipyards. Refs: 
MacGregor http://www.macgregor.com , MacGregor News recent issues free online 
http://www.zepro.dk/?id=2218  

Example pages: MacGregor News, 1956, [no.1], pp[1-3]. Watertightness with MacGregor covers.   

MacGregor News, 1958, no.9, pp[1-2]. N/S Savannah. “First nuclear ship. One of the many peaceful 
applications of atomic energy”. Announcing the proposed construction in the US of the 9,500 dwt 
bulk cargo ship fitted to MacGregor steel cargo hatch covers – a great coup for the British company. 
[She was built to demonstrate the concept of non-military nuclear propulsion was possible. She 
became a touring demonstration for the “Atoms for Peace Programme” and in doing so helped to 
ease the fears and thus access for nuclear warships to be accepted in some ports around the world. 
Construction and operation proved to be much more difficult, dangerous, and uneconomic than 
anticipated. She was the first of very few nuclear-powered cargo/passenger ships, all of which were 
research/experimental!]. Later came lots of nuclear powered naval vessels, especially submarines.   
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Manchester Association of Engineers. Transactions, 1887 – 1976/77 [volumes not numbered], MAE, 
Manchester, Lancashire, England. A UK regional professional engineering learned society publishing 
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a technical research journal covering all aspects of engineering with only occasional ship / marine 
papers. Refs: MAE http://www.mae.uk.com [accessed 23-03-2017] members only. The Collection is 
not a member.  

Example pages: [under construction]. 

The Marine Engineer: A monthly journal of marine engineering, shipbuilding, and steam 
navigation, vI [v1] April 1879 – vXLIII [v28] 1905. Edited by William George Neal. Published by The 
Marine Engineer, London, England. Continues variously as The Marine Engineer and Naval 
Architect: a practical journal for all concerned in the design construction and maintenance of 
mechanically propelled ships, diesel and other oil engines, auxiliaries & refrigeration, marine 
engineering works, welding & mechanical repairs, cargo handling appliances, vXLVI [v29]=Aug 
1906-July 1907 – ca.vXLIII [v43]=1920/21, continues as The Marine Engineer and Motor Ship 
Builder, incorporating The Naval Architect [not the RINA magazine of same name] years tbc, then 
The Marine Engineer, years tbc but including v8=1945 – v73=1948, then as The Marine Engineer 
and Naval Architect, v72=1949 – v?=1972 continues incorporated in Shipbuilding and Marine 
Engineering International. A trade and industry technical magazine with UK and international news. 
Includes some excellent fold-out technical drawings of marine engines and ship general 
arrangements. A very useful magazine, given its very early start, reporting on current developments 
mostly in the UK with some international coverage. Contents include: editorial articles; some 
summaries of papers published in other journals especially from Transactions of the Institution of 
Naval Architects (INA)); letters to the editor; book reviews; patent summaries; obituaries; launches 
and trial trips; etc. Later subtitle amended to include “… illustrated journal …”, “… electrical 
engineering”, “… and allied trades and industries”. Later editors included Reginald William James. 
Refs: Marine Engineer and Naval Architect, vXX[v20]=1898/99 
https://archive.org/details/marineengineera09unkngoog , ebook online free download, several 
volumes available. 

Example pages: The Marine Engineer, vol.II[2] no.?, 1880 Aug 1, pp.98-103 [only pp.98, 100-101, 
103,  scanned]. The Russian yacht. By E. E. Goulaeff. Description of a radically novel-shaped coal-
fired sea-going yacht, “The Livadia”, built by John Elder & Co, Govan, near Glasgow for the Czar of 
Russia. Length 235ft, breadth 153ft (!!!), draught 6ft 6 ins. Which means the yacht is almost circular 
in shape!!! The huge breadth was attempt to provide maximum stability for the comfort of royal 
passengers but also as a trial for a proposed novel class of warships. Further reading ref: Russian 
Yacht Lavidia.  http://military.wikia.com/wiki/Russian_yacht_Livadia_(1880) 
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International Marine Engineering, vI[v1]= ca.1895 – vXXIV[v24]=1919. Continues as Marine 
Engineering, vXXV[v25]=1920, monthly, Aldrich Publishing Co., then Simmons-Boardman Publishing, 
New York, USA. Continues as Marine Engineering and Shipping Age, vXXVI[v26]=1921 – tbc but 
including vXXXII[v32]=1927. A US-based trade and industry technical magazine with an international 
coverage but mostly with a US connection. Contains a mix of editorial articles and substantial articles 
typically 4-8 pages. Primarily about marine engineering but coverage expanded to include other 
shipping and shipbuilding topics. Includes many good quality photos and illustrations. Refs: none.  

Example pages: International Marine Engineering, vol.xx[20] no.1, 1915 Jan, pp.1-3 [pp.1 only 
scanned]. “Government shipbuilding statistics”. [By the editor]. US government statistics. One of 
several short news items. Followed by a mix of technical papers, new ships and machinery 
announcements, and maritime news, and such like. Mostly about the US industry but with some 
news from other countries. International Marine Engineering, vol.xx[20] no.8, 1915 Aug, pp.344-347 
[pp.344-345 only scanned]. “The Red Star Liner Belgenland: triple screw passenger steamer of 33,000 
tons displacement launched by Harland & Wolff, Belfast”. Detailed description of the new large UK-
built ship with photos and general arrangement. Registered in the port of Antwerp, Belgium 
probably for service between Europe and America. 
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Marine Engineers Review MER: / Ship and Offshore, 1995 – to date, monthly, IMarE, London, 
England. A technical marine engineering industry magazine published by a UK-based professional 
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learned engineering society. Subtitle varies including Ship and Offshore in the 1990s. Contents 
mostly short editorial articles about UK and international marine engineering and related topics with 
photos and illustrations. Lots of adverts. And some news of the society. Free to members of the 
Institution. Also publishies an annual supplement “Directory of marine diesel engines” [link to 
example in Trade Directories] which summaries the world’s engines. Refs: MER at IMarEST 
http://www.imarest.org/resources/professional-magazines/marine-engineers-review members only. 
MTSC does not subscribe.  

Example pages 

MER Marine Engineers Review: Ship and Offshore. 1992 May, pp.1 all by the editor “Contents”; 
pp.12 “Fire casualties: the burning question?” ; pp.13 “Reasons for repair at Astilleros?”; pp.33-36 
[only pp.33 scanned] “Making cranes more operation-friendly” due to the increase in “gearless” 
vessels where derricks and cranes onboard do not have gears.  
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Mariner’s Mirror, v1=1911 – to date, quarterly, Society for Nautical Research (SNR), London, 
England. The SNR is the world’s oldest society dedicated to the study and preservation of maritime 
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heritage. It publishes The Mariner’s Mirror, the world’s leading [research] journal of naval and 
maritime history including occasionally shipbuilding, shiprepairing, shipbreaking, and marine engine-
building. Refs: Mariner’s Mirror http://snr.org.uk/ subscribers only, MTSC does not subscribe.   

Example pages: [under construction, not yet available]. 

 

The Mid-Tyne Link: A magazine conducted by the staffs of Swan, Hunter, & Wigham Richardson, 
Limited, The Wallsend Slipway & Engineering Company, Ltd, The North Eastern Marine 
Engineering Company, Ltd, later revised title The Mid-Tyne Link: A Quarterly Magazine devoted to 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Industries on Tyneside, vI[v1] n1=Jul 1904– vII[v2] n8=Spring 1906, 
Edited by A. G. Hood. The companies, Newcastle-on-Tyne, England. An illustrated technical magazine 
dedicated to shipbuilding, marine engineering and related industries in Wallsend and 
neighbourhood, i.e. the Mid-Tyne area. Perhaps unusual in that it sought contributions from both 
company directors and workmen alike. Continues as The Shipbuilder, 1906. 

Example pages:  

The Mid-Tyne Link, vol.1 no.1, 1904 Jul, pp.1 Contents. [showing a variety of technical and social 
articles]; 

The Mid-Tyne Link, vol.1 no.1, 1904 Jul, pp.29-34 [only p29 scanned]. The new Cunard Flyers: a 
retrospect and a comparison. By Albert A. Hood. Confirmation of hugely important orders for two 
new ships to be built for Cunard to compete on the Transatlantic “Blue Riband” high-speed 
passenger routes. Later they will be named Lusitania and Mauritania.  

The Mid-Tyne Link, vol.1 no.1, 1904 Jul, pp.40-48 [only p40-41 scanned]. Voyage of R.M.S 
“Carpathia”. By Philip R. Maughan. Later famed for being the only ship able respond and to come to 
aid of the Titantic after she had collided with the iceberg.  

The Mid-Tyne Link, vol.1 n2, 1904 Oct, pp.63. A successful apprentice. Wallsend Slipyard employee 
Mr Arthur Watson excels by winning a scholarship to Greenwich College, London.  
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The Motor Ship, v1=1920 – to date, monthly, Temple Press, London, England and then various other 
publishers. Launched as a technical magazine, from The Motor Ship and Motor Boat, to champion 
the cause of the then-novel large diesel engine powered deep-sea ocean-going merchant ships, 
known as ‘motor ships’. Previously, marine engineering magazines had concentrated on steam 
powered ships. A secondary role was to promote the British shipbuilding industry, then in a world-
leading position, but coming under pressure from other nations including Germany. In later years 
the magazine covered all merchant ship types, ship design, naval architecture, shipbuilding, marine 
engineering, ship machinery, and ship propulsion, & related topics. Contains superb quality photos, 
illustrations, and ship general arrangement plans.  

This is a different magazine from The Motor Ship and Motor Boat.  Refs: Motor Ship 
http://www.motorship.com subscribers only, MTSC does not subscribe. The Motor Ship on 
Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Motorship  

Example pages 

The Motor Ship, vol.XIV[14] no.161, 1933 July, pp.125-127 [only pp.125 scanned]. Cross-Channel 
ships: comparison between the 22-knot motor vessel “Prince Baudouin” and the new 21-knot 
steamer “Cote d’Argent”. Two new ships for the cross-channel Dover-Ostend and Dover-Calais.  

Many of The Motor Ship’s articles at this period are about non-British vessels. British owners tended 
to continue to specify coal-fired steamers because of the huge British coal industry and lack of oil. 
Whereas other countries were more willing to adopt oil-fired diesel engine with its inherent greater 
efficiencies.  

 

 

 

The Motor Ship and Motor Boat: encouraging and recording the progress in the construction and 
use of power craft; The authority on motor craft for pleasure and commercial purposes, 
vI[v1]=1894 tbc – vXXXII[v32]=1919 continues as The Motor Boat: For all interested in large and 
small pleasure motor craft and commercial motor vessels for coastal services and inland 
waterways, vXXXIII[v33]=2 Jul 1920 – tbc including vXXXIII[v33]=1921, monthly, Temple Press, 
London, England. A UK-based trade and industry technical magazine. Includes excellent articles, 
illustrations and ship general arrangement plans. The Motor Ship and Motor Boat after April 1920, 
the two publications – The Motor Ship and The Motor Boat - existed alongside each other serving 
their own markets; the former still exists as Motor Boat & Yachting.  These are different magazines 
from The Motor Ship.  

Example pages 
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Motor Ship and Motor Boat, vol.XX [20] no.521, 20 Aug 1914 pp.1-4 [only p1-2 scanned]. 72 h. p. 
paraffin motor with self-starter: special points in the Wolseley design. Describing a new 
intermediate-powered engine for use in commercial vessels.  

Motor Ship and Motor Boat, vol.XX [20] no.521, 13 Aug 1914 pp.131. Submarines in warfare: British 
and German craft compared. Describing diesel engine oil-powered naval submarines.  

Motor Ship and Motor Boat, vol.XXI [21] no.528, 20 Aug 1914 pp.149. Motor boats in war service. 
Explaining the importance of civilian small craft which were being requisitioned by The Admiralty for 
naval service.  

Motor Ship and Motor Boat, vol.XXI [21] no.529, 27 Aug 1914 pp.165. The influence of war on the oil 
supply: a satisfactory outlook for the future. Concerning the liquid fuel oil supply for Royal Navy and 
German naval vessels with the outbreak of war. Contains few hard facts and no statistics – the fog of 
war! Also suggesting no problems for the UK generally if the war was prolonged [oil was because 
coal was by far the most important fuel for industrial and domestic use and was mined in the UK!].  
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The Motor Ship Reference Book. Ca.1940 - tbc? The Motor Ship & Temple Press Ltd, UK. 
Annual (every year?) review of new ship design, construction, building and marine diesel 
engines.  Excellent photos, ship general arrangement plans. 

Example pages: [under construction, not yet available]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see the history of more titles please visit the Collection’s website for Search Collection then 
Periodicals Histories.   

How to contact the Collection: 

The Marine Technology Special Collection 
Newcastle University 
Room 3.32 
Armstrong Building 
Queen Victoria Road 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 7RU 
United Kingdom 

Email: marine.archive@newcastle.ac.uk 
 
Telephone: +44 (0) 191 20 83522  

or 86718 (Enquiries) 
 
URL: 
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